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22,000MilesUp
SPACE STATION PLANNED

London,Nov. 12.— Britishrocket
expertshave completedblueprints

for a real'flying saucer'— an inha
bited space-station revolvingmoon
like round the earth,22,000miles
up. Mr. H. 'E. Ross,chiefdesigner

for the Interplanetary Society,
thinksthe schemecouldbe car-
ried out for about

£130,000,000.

The
space-station,

he says, could
providea watchingpost for the
controlof atomicenergy.It would
make possiblethe world-widere
diffusionof television programmes

and the provisionof accurate

weather forecasts.

The 'saucer' would be 200 ft.
wide and wouldweigh(on the
ground)2000 tons.It wouldbe pre
fabricatedand taken up piecemeal

by pilotedfreightrockets.He be
lieves60 journeys woulddo the job.
Each load would be dumped into

space— to be pickedup later.The
bits would circlethe earth,pass
ing over exactlythe same spot at
precise intervals.

All that is necessaryto enable

an objectto balancegravitationat
22,000milesup is to giveit a speed
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of 6500 milesper hour (nearlytwo
miles a second). Engineers,'wear-
ing rigidspacesuits,wouldas
semblethe dumpedpiecesof the
space-station.

They could step into
space,providedtheir rocketship
was travellingat 6500 miles per
hour. They could then jet-propel

themselvesabout by squirtinggas
from cylindersstrappedon their
backs.

One man could lift the heaviest

girderbecauseit would have no
weight. Hammers and screwdriver?

couldbe put down on nothing,

and wouldnot drop.
Power obtainedfrom the sun'i

rays wouldspin the sauceranc
producean artificial gravity.

Ross says the technicianschos-
22,000jrniles.

becauseat that height
an oojectwould circlethe eartn
at the same rate as the earthro

tates. Observersin the space
stationwould see the earth as
stationary.

The greatest heightreachedby
rocketis 112 miles,but one to be
launchedsoon in Americais ex
pectedto rise235 miles.


